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Solemn reminder 


Stephanie Strasburg/' Post-Gazette 
Catherine Robinson, 49, right, references an obituary as she writes the names and dates of death for area overdose victims onto 
paper bag lanterns Tuesday at her home in Dormont. 


Sessions 
denies he 
misled 


Congress 


By Joseph Tanfani 
and Cathleen Decker 
Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions repeatedly de- 
nied Tuesday that he deliberately 
misled or lied to Congress about the 
Trump campaign’s multiple con- 
tacts with Russia, saying he forgot 
that two aides told him about their 
meetings with Russian govern- 
ment officials during the 2016 race. 

In an often-contentious House 
Judiciary Committee hearing, Mr. 
Sessions sparred for more than five 
hours with both Democrats, who 
faulted him for changing his story 
each time he has testified under 
oath before Congress, and some Re- 
publicans, who pushed him to ap- 
point a second special counsel to in- 
vestigate Hillary Clinton. 

Mr. Sessions grew visibly angry 
at times, insisting again and again 
that he “always told the truth” as he 
recalled it, even as he confirmed for 
the first time that an aide offered to 


Families, friends to place purple lanterns on Light Up Night 


to increase awareness about the toll of addiction 


SEE SESSIONS, PAGE A-8 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


here’s no chance that a make- 
shift purple lantern glowing on 
some Downtown corner will 
chase the dark questions from 
Catherine Robinson’s mind. 

She has been asking them ever since 
her son, Mark Jones, 26, called her hours 
before his fatal fentanyl overdose. He told 
her that he’d put his son to bed and was 


uncharacteristically repetitive. 

“He said, ‘I love you, Mommy. I really 
love you,” she said this week, recounting 
the events of April 22. “Was he telling me 
something? Was he trying to ask for help? 
What was it?” 

The nagging doubts will remain, but 
maybe 100 purple lanterns, or 150, or 
200, marked with the name of an over- 
dose victim and distributed guerrilla- 
style on Light Up Night, could help to 
change some attitudes about addiction, 


“All of these people who passed away, I 
don’t want any of them forgotten, because 
they weren’t bad people, they just made 
bad choices,” she said. “It just seems like 
every day there’s another one.” 

On Friday afternoon, members of the 
advocacy group Pittsburgh Won’t Forget 
U plan to gather Downtown with home- 
made purple lanterns and distribute 
them just as the Golden Triangle pre- 
pares to glow in its annual bid to excite 


SEE OVERDOSE, PAGE A-2 


about to watch a movie, and then became 


the Dormont mother hopes. 


aS 


Alex Wong/Getty Images 
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
testifies before the House Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday. 


U.S. bishops 


deal setback 
to a key ally 


of the pope 


Conference chooses 
veteran culture warrior 


By Peter Smith 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


For the past several decades, 
U.S. Catholic bishops have sig- 
naled the top priority they place on 
opposition to abortion and related 
matters by having their Commit- 
tee on Pro-Life Activities chaired 
by a cardinal, the highest rank in 
the church short of the pope. 

But they broke precedent Tues- 
day in a way that, depending on 
who you ask, could reflect a sym- 
bolic pushback to Pope Francis 
and his agenda. Or it could show a 
preference for a narrowly focused 
anti-abortion agenda versus a 
broader vision of what pro-life 
could mean. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, on the second day of its 
fall assembly in Baltimore, gave 54 
percent of their 178 votes to Kansas 
City Archbishop Joseph Naumann 
to be chairman. The veteran 
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Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press 


MASS SHOOTING Two women embrace outside Rancho 


Tehama Elementary School, where a gunman opened fire Tuesday 


in California. Story on A-7. 


Mayor residential 
development eyed 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
has secured key funding in its am- 
bitious bid to create a major resi- 
dential development Downtown 
between Penn Avenue and the Al- 
legheny River. 

Cultural Trust officials have 
been awarded a $516,660 state grant 
and a $774,990 state loan to help pay 
for the demolition of the former 
Duffs Business Institute building 
at the corner of Ninth Street and 
Fort Duquesne Boulevard. 


Cultural ‘Trust wins grant 
for Downtown project 


Kevin McMahon, Cultural 
Trust president and CEO, called 
the funding, announced Tuesday 
by state Sen. Wayne Fontana a 
“huge step forward” for the devel- 
opment — one that could eventu- 
ally clear the way for construc- 
tion of a new residential tower at 
the corner. 

“Tt allows us to take the next 
big steps in terms of planning for 
the next several phases of the 
block. As I said before, the build- 
ing is there. We need to make the 
site ready for future develop- 
ment. This is going to allow us to 
do that,” he said. 

Mr. Fontana, D-Brookline, 
said the funding represents 
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Senate Republicans intent on scrapping health mandate in tax bill 


By Marcy Gordon 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate Re- 
publicans are intent on scrap- 
ping the Affordable Care Act’s re- 
quirement that Americans get 
health insurance, targeting a re- 
peal of the individual mandate to 


help finance deep tax cuts in 
their tax overhaul. 

The surprise renewal Tuesday 
of the failed effort to scrap the 
law’s mandate came a day after 
President Donald Trump renewed 
pressure on GOP lawmakers to in- 
clude the repeal in their tax legis- 
lation. It has sharp political stakes 


for Mr. Trump, who lacks a major 
legislative achievement after 
nearly 10 months in office. 

The move by Republicans on 
the Senate Finance Committee 
upended the debate over the tax 
measure just as it was inching 
closer to passage following 
months of fine-tuning and com- 


promise. It turned the debate into 
an angry partisan referendum on 
health care and former President 
Barack Obama’s signature law. 
Republican efforts to dismantle 
the law collapsed this past sum- 
mer as moderate Republicans 
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